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COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 
 

     Mike Mason, Mayor 
Phil Sadd – Post 1, Council Member   Jeanne Aulbach – Post 4, Council Member 
James Lowe – Post 2, Council Member   Lorri Christopher– Post 5, Council Member 
Alex Wright – Post 3, Council Member   Weare Gratwick – Post 6, Council Member 
 

September 4, 2012   COUNCIL AGENDA 7:30 PM 
 Robert Fowler YMCA 
 5600 West Jones Bridge Road, Peachtree Corners, GA  30092 

A) CALL TO ORDER  
 
B) ROLL CALL     
 
C) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE    
 
D) MAYOR'S OPENING REMARKS    
 
E) MINUTES      August 28, 2012 Work Session Summary and Council Meeting Minutes 
     
F)   PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
G) REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS  
        

 D. Wheeler »Update on Community Development Planning Issues and Training 
 
»Overview of the Criteria and Selection of the Planning Commission and Zoning  
Board of Appeals  
 

H)  NEW BUSINESS 
 

  1. R2012-09-16 Consideration to Approve and Adopt a Resolution Appointing Members to the City 
of Peachtree Corners Planning Commission 
 

  2. R2012-09-17 Consideration to Approve and Adopt a Resolution Appointing Members to the City 
of Peachtree Corners Zoning Board of Appeals  

 
I)   EXECUTIVE SESSION     
  
J) MAYOR’S  COMMENTS 
 
K) ADJOURNMENT 

http://www.cityofpeachtreecornersga.com/


CITY OF PEACHTREE CORNERS 
WORK SESSION SUMMARY  

August 28, 2012 @ 7:00pm 
 

The Mayor and Council of the City of Peachtree Corners held a Work Session on Tuesday, 
August 28, 2012 at 7:00pm.  The time of this Work Session was rescheduled from 6:00pm to 
7:00pm and held at the Robert Fowler, YMCA located at 5600 West Jones Bridge Road, in 
Peachtree Corners, GA  30092. The following were in attendance:  
 
   Mayor    Mike Mason 
   Council Member  Phil Sadd - Post 1 
   Council Member  James Lowe - Post 2 
   Council Member  Alex Wright - Post 3 
   Council Member  Jeanne Aulbach - Post 4 
   Council Member  Lorri Christopher - Post 5 
   Council Member  Weare Gratwick - Post 6 
 
   Acting City Attorney  Lenny Felgin, Scott Robicheaux 
   Consultant   John Kachmar, John McDonough 
   Acting City Clerk  Joan Jones 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Mayor Mason led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
  
OPENING COMMENTS:  Mayor Mason thanked everyone for coming, explained about 
tonight’s  Ethics  and  Procurement  Training  and  reviewed  the  items  for  consideration  on  tonight’s  
agenda.    
 
REPORTS and PRESENTATIONS:     Mike McRae presented Ethics Training for the Mayor 
and Council. He reiterated the importance and the procedure of disclosure for any types of 
conflict they encounter, explaining they are obligated to disclose the reason they should be 
recused, make sure it is on the record and the conflict stays with any further discussion of the 
topic. Mr. McRae encouraged the council to make sure they review their minutes before 
approval.  In addition, Mr. McRae explained the procedure for Executive Session, all votes are to 
be taken in an open meeting, the same disclosure rules apply, and there should be no outside 
discussion of any executive session topic.  It is a misdemeanor to talk about anything in an 
executive session that cannot be discussed in an executive session, i.e., land matters, personnel 
matters and topics that are provided by law. 
 
Mr. McRae reported on the importance of filing Campaign Disclosure Reports and Personal 
Financial Disclosure Report…always   file   the   reports   on   time   even   if   you   didn’t   have   any  
changes, disclose all necessary interest.  Anything of value can be considered a campaign 
contribution  either  an  “In  Kind”  Contribution,  personal   loans,  etc.     He  addressed  honorariums,  
do not take monies from anyone for honorariums, this should be a Zero Tolerance.  All the 
reports are filed on the state website and people do study these documents to try and find 
violations, if the council has questions, call the state, they are there to help. 



Mr. McRae encouraged the council to develop and adopt an Ethics Ordinance.  He gave 
examples of how an Ethics Committee may help the council.  He also explained about becoming 
a  “Certified  City  of  Ethics”  and  that  Georgia  Municipal  Association  is  always  available to assist 
the city.    
 
Mayor Mason asked for procedural questions about Procurement Training presentation. He was 
advised   by   Mr.   Felgin   the   council   may   amend   tonight’s   council   meeting   and   add   the  
Procurement Training under Reports and Presentations.    
 
ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Mason announced there was no need for an Executive Session called 
for a motion to adjourn.  Council Member Christopher motioned to adjourn; Council Member 
Gratwick seconded the motion. There being no further discussion, the motion carried and the 
Work Session was adjourned. 
 
 
 

Approved: 
 
 

___________________________ 
Mike Mason, Mayor 

 
 
 
Attested: 
 
 
__________________________ 
Joan Jones, Acting City Clerk 
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CITY OF PEACHTREE CORNERS  
COUNCIL MEETING 

 August 28, 2012 @ 7:30pm  
 
The Mayor and Council of the City of Peachtree Corners held a scheduled Council Meeting on Tuesday, 
August 28, 2012 at 7:30pm.   This Council Meeting was held at the Robert Fowler, YMCA located at 5600 
West Jones Bridge Road, in Peachtree Corners, GA  30092. The following were in attendance:  
 
   Mayor   Mike Mason 
   Council Member  Phil Sadd - Post 1 
   Council Member  James Lowe - Post 2 
   Council Member  Alex Wright - Post 3 
   Council Member  Jeanne Aulbach - Post 4 
   Council Member  Lorri Christopher - Post 5 
   Council Member  Weare Gratwick - Post 6 
 
   Acting City Attorney Lenny Felgin, Scott Robicheaux 
   Consultant  John Kachmar, John McDonough 
   Acting City Clerk Joan Jones 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Mayor Mason led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
  
OPENING COMMENTS:  Mayor Mason thanked everyone for coming,   explained   about   tonight’s   Ethics  
and Procurement Training and reviewed the items for  consideration  on  tonight’s  agenda.    
 
MINUTES:  Mayor Mason called for a motion to consider the August 21, 2012 Special Called Meeting 
Minutes. Council Member Aulbach motioned, seconded by Council Member Gratwick to approve the 
minutes as presented.  There being no further discussion, the motion carried unanimously.  
 
MAYOR’S COMMENT:  Mayor Mason reviewed  the  agenda  items  on  tonight’s  agenda.     
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Mayor Mason called for any public comment. No public comment tonight. 
 
REPORTS and PRESENTATIONS: Michelle Alexander reported she   has   met   with   the   city’s   new  
Community Development Director and with the committee (John Kachmar, Lynnette Howard and herself) 
who has been interviewing the applicants interested in serving on the Planning Commission and Board of 
Zoning Appeals.  The committee plans on wrapping up the interviews this Friday and the nominees should 
be ready for council consideration at the next council meeting.  Ms. Alexander updated council on the 
status of an upcoming zoning case for a property on 5141 Buford Highway; the applicant is requesting a 
change in condition.  This zoning case will go through the public hearing and zoning procedure process 
and will be considered by council. 
 
Mayor Mason introduced Community Development Director Diana Wheeler who reported she has met with 
Michelle and Gwinnett County staff regarding an upcoming Administrative Hearing and other issues.  She 
reported an organizational/training meeting of the new commissions is planned for September 11th and the 
Administrative Hearing will be held at 6:00pm on September 18th here at the YMCA.   
 
AGENDA AMENDED:  Council Member Christopher motioned, seconded by Council Member Gratwick to 
amend  tonight’s  agenda  to  include  Procurement  Training.      There  being  no  discussion,  the  motion  carried  
unanimously.  
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Mayor Mason introduced Marty Allen, City Manager of the City of Suwannee, who presented a high level 
overview of the procurement process, explaining that the council will develop the own purchasing standards 
and policy that works best for their city.  Mr. Allen provided training on information on the importance of the 
providing transparency and financial responsibility, the rules of procurement/purchasing should be based 
on fairness, etc.   He explained about Federal Law (Public Works Construction Law) and State Law that 
must be complied with, e-verify and the city charter must be followed in procurement/purchasing law.  
These laws outline on procedures, standards and threshold limits that must be followed such as 
advertising, bidding, delivery methods etc.  
 
One the city adopts their standards/regulations which will be included in their Purchasing Policy, they must 
follow these standards.  The council may have a Centralized System Purchasing or De-Centralized 
Purchasing System, Mr. Allen explained the difference.  He reviewed the difference between sealed 
competitive bids, Request for Proposals, Request for Qualifications and Formal/In-Formal Pricing.  The 
council will need to consider the lowest most responsive bidder; they should consider the quality, and 
vendor’s  experience in evaluating certain purchases while other purchase the lowest cost may be fine.  Mr. 
Allen reviewed how the City of Suwanee uses their purchasing policy, the limits of purchasing the staff can 
authorize the importance of reviewing Purchasing Card purchases, contracts cannot be binding to other 
councils, and there are ways to adjust this in order to build long term relationships/agreements. In 
conclusion, Mr. Mason reiterated the importance of council as a person/business not to do business with 
the city.  He advised the council to send these request to their city manager and encouraged the council to 
adopt their own standards/procedures but to keep in mind these standards/procedures can be amended to 
reflect  the  city’s  needs  as  they  grow. There  was  a  brief  discussion  on  having  a  “Bidders  List”. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
 
GA POWER FRANCHISE AGREEMENT:  A Second Read and consideration of an ordinance approving a 
Franchise Agreement between the Georgia Power Company and the City of Peachtree Corners was held.  
Clerk Jones noted this item had been tabled from a previous meeting for further review.  Attorney Felgin 
outlined this standard agreement, regarding provisions on how GA Power will keep their lines, franchise 
fees, based on gross percentages etc. Council Member Lowe motioned, seconded by Council Member 
Christopher to adopt this Ordinance Approving the Franchise Agreement between Georgia Power and the 
City.  There being no further discussion, the motion carried unanimously.  (Ordinance 2012-08-63)    
 
Mayor Mason introduced and recognized Herman Pemberton, who is our Georgia Power 
agent/representative for the City of Peachtree Corners.   
 
FURNITURE PROCUREMENT:  Consultant John McDonough reported on the RFP process and 
procurement for office furniture. He reviewed the received proposals which were all very good responses; 
He reported the committee agreed that in order to move on with getting city hall opened, they recommend 
using the state procurement guidelines to purchase furniture for the offices, conference rooms, executive 
boardroom, council offices and chamber along with various chairs, podiums, stage for the council chambers 
and white boards for the offices.  This will meet the budget resources and he asked the council the council 
to consider asking the Mayor to authorize purchase furniture from the various Department of Administrative 
Services vendors.  Council Member Christopher motioned, seconded by Council Member Lowe to 
authorize the Mayor to enter into an agreement(s) on behalf of the city to purchase furniture from any 
combination of the Department of Administrative Service vendors and surplus property sources to meet the 
needs of the city.  During discussion, there was clarification on the timeline, (30-60 day lead time) the 
option to use different state vendors for the best price. The motion carried unanimously.  Mayor Mason 
thanked the committee for their hard work.   
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MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Mason thanked everyone for attending and announced there we will be a 
need for an Executive Session for one personnel matter and there will be action the council will consider 
after the executive session.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Council Member Sadd motioned, seconded by Council Member Wright to go into 
Executive Session to discuss one personnel matter. There being no further discussion, the motion carried 
unanimously.  
 
Council Member Christopher motioned, seconded by Council Member Sadd to come out of Executive 
Session and resume the Council Meeting. There being no further discussion, the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
AGENDA AMENDED:  Council Member Gratwick motioned, seconded by Council Member Wright to 
amend the agenda to add the consideration of appointment of a City Manager.  There being no further 
discussion, the motion carried unanimously and the agenda was amended. 
 
CITY MANAGER APPOINTMENT:  Mayor Mason nominated the appointment of Mr. Julian Jackson as 
City Manager for the City of Peachtree Corners.  Council Member Lowe motioned, seconded by Council 
Member Wright to approve the nomination and appointment of Julian Jackson as the City Manager for 
Peachtree Corners.  There being no further discussion the motion carried unanimously.  (ACTION ITEM) 
 
Council Member Christopher motioned, seconded by Council Member Sadd to authorize the Mayor on 
behalf of the city to enter into the employment agreement with Mr. Jackson for the position of City Manager.  
There being no further discussion, the motion carried unanimously.  (ACTION ITEM) 
 
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, Council Member Lowe motioned, seconded by Council 
Member Sadd to adjourn the meeting.  There being no further discussion, the motion carried unanimously 
and the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
Approved,       Attest, 
 
 
________________________    __________________________   
Mike Mason, Mayor     Joan C. Jones, Acting City Clerk 



            Memo  

TO:     Mayor and Council 

FROM:    Diana Wheeler, Community Development Director 

SUBJECT:  Staff Activity Report___________________________________________ 

The following is a summary of Staff activity during the week of 8/27/12 – 8/31/12. 

A.  Meetings with:        1. Noble Village neighbors to discuss buffer issue 

 2.  Gwinnett County Staff to discuss building permitting, plan review, plans processing, 
public hearings, filing procedures, software systems, business licenses, code 
enforcement, boards and commissions, data transfers, GIS, file storage, coordination. 

                                            3.  Pond Staff to discuss Planning Commission and Zoning Board of Appeals, zoning 
cases, current issues, training, city ordinances, procedures, plan review checklist for 
County Staff, division of labor. 

            4.  City Attorney to discuss public hearing advertisements, by-laws for boards and 
commissions, procedures, Comp. Plan RFP review, Comp. Plan consultant contract 
review, attendance at board meetings. 

  5.  Committee reviewing board member candidates to discuss qualification of                  
applicants prior to issuance of committee recommendations. 

B.  Review/ familiarization with City ordinances, reports, project plans.   

C.  Responded to phone calls and e-mails from residents, business people, and others. 

D.  Investigated and confirmed the most current Comprehensive Plan requirements with DCA. 

E.  Coordinated with City Clerk on legal ads and agendas for upcoming meetings. 

F.  Assembled folders for new board member orientation and training. 

Gwinnett County Activity Report 8/20/12 – 8/24/12 

A. One building permit was issued to Wesleyan School for a one-story, 6,080 sq. ft. building addition. 
B. No development plans were received and no development permits were issued. 
C. No business licenses were issued in July. 
D. 14 business licenses were issued in August.   
E. 7 of the 14 business licenses issued in August were for home based businesses. 

 



STATE OF GEORGIA 
COUNTY OF GWINNETT      RESOLUTION 2012-09-16 

 
A RESOLUTION TO APPOINT MEMBERS OF THE PLANNING 

COMMISSION FOR THE CITY OF PEACHTREE CORNERS, GEORGIA 
 

WHEREAS,   the Mayor and City Council passed Ordinance 2012-07-59 establishing 
a City of Peachtree Corners Planning Commission on July 12, 2012; 
and 

  
WHEREAS, Ordinance 2012-07-59 requires that the members of the Planning 

Commission shall serve a two-year term and these terms shall be 
staggered; and 

  
WHEREAS,  in order to stagger the terms of the members of the Planning 

Commission, the members shall be appointed to posts, which shall be 
identified as Posts A, B, C, D, and E; and 

 
WHEREAS, members of Post A and Post B shall be appointed to initial terms of 

office beginning immediately with their term expiring January 15, 2014, 
while members appointed to Post C, D and E shall be appointed  to 
initial terms of office beginning immediately with their term expiring on 
January 15, 2015;  

 
WHEREAS,  the Mayor and Council desire to appoint members of the Planning 

Commission; and  
 
WHEREAS, this Resolution shall become effective on September 4, 2012. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Peachtree 
Corners while in regular session on September 4, 2012 at 7:00pm that the persons herein 
named are appointed to their respective posts as members of the Planning Commission: 

Post A –__________________; and 
Post B –__________________; and 
Post C –__________________; and 
Post D –__________________; and 
Post E –__________________. 
 
 

       Approved:  

 

_______________________ 
Michael E. Bodker, Mayor   

 
Attest: 
 
___________________________ 
Joan C. Jones, Acting City Clerk     (SEAL) 



STATE OF GEORGIA 
COUNTY OF GWINNETT                                                                         RESOLUTION 2012-09-17 
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A RESOLUTION TO APPOINT MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 

FOR THE CITY OF PEACHTREE CORNERS, GEORGIA 
 

WHEREAS,  the City of Peachtree Corners is authorized by the City Charter to create 
Boards, Commissions and Authorities as the Mayor and City Council 
deem necessary; and  

 
WHEREAS,   the Board of Zoning Appeals is a decision making board and has the 

power to hear appeals and/or concerns in accordance with the City of 
Peachtree Corners Zoning Ordinance and Code of the City of 
Peachtree Corners; and 

 
WHEREAS,  pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Code of the City of Peachtree Corners, 

Georgia, the terms of the members shall be in an amount to be 
specified by the Mayor and Council; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council desire to appoint members of the Board of 

Zoning Appeals to two-year terms which shall be staggered: 
 
WHEREAS,  in order to stagger the terms of members of the Board of Zoning Appeals,       

the members shall be appointed to posts, which shall be identified as 
Posts A, B, C, D, and E; and 
  

WHEREAS, members of Posts A, B, and C shall be appointed to initial terms of office 
beginning immediately after their effective appointment and expiring on 
_________ and members of Posts D, and E, shall be appointed to initial 
terms of office beginning immediately after their effective appointment 
and expiring on _________; and 

  
WHEREAS, this Resolution shall become effective upon its adoption.  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Peachtree 
Corners while in regular session on September 4, 2012 that the persons herein named are 
appointed to their respective posts as members of the Board of Zoning Appeals: 

   Post A – ____________________; and 

 Post B – ____________________; and 

 Post C – ____________________; and 

 Post D – ____________________; and 

 Post E – ____________________  

        
Approved: 

       ______________________ 
       Mike Mason, Mayor 
Attest: 
_____________________ 
Joan C. Jones, Acting City Clerk      Seal 
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